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Introduction to International Relations

This course provides an introduction and overview of the concepts and approaches used to analyze world politics. Emphasis will be placed on systematic investigations of the concepts and the skills required to debate current issues in world affairs from a multi-country framework.  Various international topics and issues will be discussed and debated.  We will cover the major theories of international relations, the evolution of global politics, making foreign policy/diplomacy, international law and non-state actors, global security, military power, causes of war, civil wars, terrorism, cyber conflict, human rights and human security, international political economy, economic statecraft, poverty and development, environmental issues, and prospects for peace. All students should be aware of current international events and prepared to discuss them in the classroom setting and beyond.  
Course Goals
By the end of this semester, each student should be able to:
1. Understand morality and justice from the international perspective

2. Be aware of diverse international concerns and perspectives

3. Be able to critically analyze the United States’ actions in a global context

4. Understand the concepts and causes of international community and discord

Required Books
Lamy, Steven L. John S. Masker, John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens (2014). Introduction to Global Politics, Brief 2nd Edition, Oxford University Press, ISBN: 9780199991211. (Hereafter Lamy)

Thayer, Bradley A. and Nuray V. Ibryamova (2010). Debates in International Relations, Pearson-Longman, ISBN: 9780205568123. (Hereafter Debates)
Additional Readings will be posted on Blackboard. 

Course Requirements
Midterm (25%)

Final (30%)

Current Events Paper (25%)

Debate Presentation (10%)

Attendance and Participation (10%)

Grading Scale
A 
93.33 – 100

A- 
90.00 – 93.33

B+
86.67 – 89.99

B
83.33 – 86.66

B-
80.00 – 83.32

C+
76.67 – 79.99

C
73.33 – 76.66

C-
70.00 – 73.32

D+
66.67 – 69.99

D
63.33 – 66.66

D-
55.00 – 63.32

E
0.00 – 54.99

Office Hours
Office:

CLAS B201
Office Hours: 
10-11 am, 12-1pm MWF 

Email: 

ryan.maness75@gmail.com
Webpage:
drryanmaness.wix.com/irprof

Phone:

773-655-4885

The Course
The course is divided into four main sections.  The first section will deal with the foundations of global politics, where we look at a brief history of international relations and go over the major theories of the field, realism, liberalism, Marxism, and constructivism.  
The second section will deal with the various global actors involved in international politics.  We will look at foreign policy and diplomacy decisions and international law and non-state actors. Why do states and non-state actors make the decisions that they do? 
The third section will deal with a variety of global issues. We will begin with global security, including war and its causes, nuclear deterrence, cyber conflict, and terrorism. We will then look at the issues of human rights and human security, then issues of international political economy, economic statecraft, poverty and development, and environmental issues. 

The fourth section will deal with the causes of peace.  What is required to build a lasting peace in the international system?  Can a lasting peace even be built in the current era?  This section will focus on understanding the common conditions for peace in the global system.
 

We will start each day be talking about current events.  Each student is required to keep up with the international news and be able to participate in class discussion.  Next we will move to a short lecture on the concepts to be discussed for the day.  There is a mandatory attendance policy, and missing class will adversely affect your participation grade.  Missing an excessive amount of class is grounds for failure automatically.  It will be difficult to finish any exam if you do not have notes for the class from each day, simply reading the book and avoiding class is the surest path to failure.
“Debate” Presentations

Each Friday of each week (starting September 5th) students will prepare an oral presentation based on a topic from the Debates in International Relations chapter. Students should briefly capture the basic argument made by the author(s) and point to issues raised by the reading(s). The presentation may draw on the Points to Ponder offered at the beginning of the selected chapter. The presenters will be expected to lead a 15 minutes class discussion of the readings. One student will cover one side of the “debate,” and another student will cover the dissenting view. Power point presentations are encouraged! The grade on this assignment will reflect the quality of the discussion and the presentation.  The presentation (10% of your total grade) is required from each student.
Current Events Paper
Your paper assignment for this term will be to choose a current international issue and discuss its relevance to the materials covered in class.  You can choose any topic (Russia and Western relations over Ukraine, US-China trade relations, cyber conflict, Israel-Palestine, etc. etc.), you just need to connect it back to international relations and the course in general (use your readings or the textbook as a guideline for topics).  The paper should outline the issue briefly, discuss the concept you think is most relevant to the use, and how your issue relates to that concept.  You should do some background research on both the issue and concept you choose to discuss.  The paper should be at least 6 pages in length, cited properly, double-spaced, 12 point font.  Please come see me to discuss your topic so that we can explore your options! The paper is due Monday, November 24
Participation

Students are expected to do the assigned readings by the date listed and participate in class discussions. Class participation will be evaluated according to the quality and frequency with which students engage in class discussion. If you miss class, you are responsible for getting the information covered in class from another student, not the instructor.

Exams
There will be a midterm and a final.  Each test will have a multiple choice section covering the lecture and readings. There will also be a short answer section that will ask questions pertaining to the material covered in the Debates book. Finally, there will be an essay section where there will be a choice of questions about the concepts presented in the lecture and readings. 

 Disability Statement  

Any student that has a physical or mental condition that may interfere with his or her attendance or completion of course assignments should come see me within the first two weeks of the semester.  I, along with the university, will make every attempt to accommodate any disabled student.

Schedule

Monday, August 25


Introductions

Wednesday, August 27


Introduction to Global Politics, 

Read: Lamy Chapter 1


The Evolution of Global Politics, 

Read: Lamy Chapter 2

Friday, August 29


End of History vs Clash of Civilization


I will present a debate example and we will discuss it!


Read: Debates Chapter 6

Monday, September 1-LABOR DAY, NO CLASS
Wednesday, September 3


Theories of Global Politics: Realism 

Read: Lamy Chapter 3, 

On Blackboard,

Morgenthau “Six Principles of Realism”, 

Thucydides, “Melian Dialogue,” 
Machiavelli, “The Prince” Online: http://www.constitution.org/mac/prince00.htm
Friday, September 5


Anarchy vs. Order


Read: Debates Chapter 1


Iraq: Withdraw vs. Stay the Course


Read: Debates Chapter 7 

Monday, September 8

Theories of Global Politics (Liberalism)

On Blackboard,

Read: Wilson, “The Fourteen Points,” 
Kant, “To Perpetual Peace,”

Doyle, “Liberalism and World Politics”

Wednesday, September 10


Theories of Global Politics (Marxism and Constructivism)

Read: Online: Tolstoy, “Patriotism and Government” http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/anarchist_archives/bright/Tolstoy/patriotismandgovt.html

Zinn, “Just Cause, Not a Just War”
http://www.thirdworldtraveler.com/Zinn/JustCause_NotJustWar.html
On Blackboard,

Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It” 

Friday, September 12


Realism vs. Morality


Read: Debates Chapter 2


Democratic Peace vs. the Dangers of Democratization


Read: Debates Chapter 3
Monday, September 15


Making Foreign Policy


Read: Lamy Chapter 4

Wednesday, September 17


Making Foreign Policy (Cont.) 

On Blackboard, 
Read: Morgenthau, Page 155-165, Ch 24-25 

Friday, September 19


American Primacy vs. American Retrenchment


Read: Debates Chapter 4


Confronting China vs. Engaging China


Read: Debates Chapter 9

Monday, September 22


International Organizations and Non-State Actors


Read: Lamy Chapter 5

Wednesday, September 24


International Organizations and Non-State Actors (Cont.)

Friday, September 26


NGOs vs. States in an Age of Globalization


Read: Debates, Chapter 16


Turkey and the EU: Exclusion vs. Membership


Read: Debates, Chapter 17

Monday, September 29


Global Security and War


Read: Lamy Chapter 6 pp 186-195

On Blackboard, 

Vasquez, “Steps to War in Europe 1933-1941” (On Blackboard)

Wednesday, October 1


Nuclear Weapons and Deterrence 

Read: Lamy Chapter 6, pp. 195-203,

On Blackboard, 
Herman Kahn’s “Doomsday Machine” http://tracearchive.ntu.ac.uk/frame2/articles/borg/kahn.html. 

Friday, October 3


The Danger of Nuclear Weapons vs. the Necessity of Nuclear Weapons


Read: Debates Chapter 10

Preventing Iran from Acquiring Nuclear Weapons vs. Allowing Iran to Acquire Nuclear Weapons

Read: Debates Chapter 11

Monday, October 6


Cyber Conflict and Cybersecurity

Read: Valeriano and Maness (2014) The Dynamics of Cyber Conflict between Rival Antagonists, 2001-2011, Journal of Peace Research 51 (3): 347-360. 

Wednesday, October 8

Terrorism and Counterterrorism

Read: Lamy Chapter 6 pp. 203-220

On Blackboard, 

David Lake. 2002. Rational Extremism: Understanding Terrorism in the Twenty First Century. International Organization 56 (1): 15-29.

Posen, Barry R. 2001/02. The Struggle Against Terrorism: Grand Strategy, Security,

and Tactics, International Security, Winter, pp. 39-55.

Friday, October 10


Midterm Examination in Class

Monday, October 13


Fall Recess- No Class

Wednesday, October 15


Civil War and Ethnic Conflict, 

Read: On Blackboard, 

Fearon and Laitin (2003) Ethnicity, Insurgency, and War, American Political Science Review 97 (1): 75-90. 

Friday, October 17


The United States is Winning the War on Terror vs. The United States is Losing the War 


On Terror


Read: Debates Chapter 8


Humanitarian Intervention vs. Respect for State Boundaries


Read: Debates Chapter 19

Monday, October 20

Human Rights and Human Security, Read: Lamy Chapter 7

Wednesday, October 22


Global Economics and Trade


Read: Lamy Chapter 8

Friday, October 24


The Benefits of Free Trade vs. The Risks of Free Trade


Read: Debates Chapter 13


The Benefits of International Financial Institutions vs. The Need for Reform


Read: Debates Chapter 14

Monday, October 27

Global Economics and Trade (Cont.)


Read: On Blackboard, 

Rogowski, Ronald. 1987. Trade and Variety of Democratic Institutions. International Organization 41 (2): 203-223. 
Wednesday, October 29


Economic Statecraft


Read: On Blackboard, 

Maness, Ryan C. 2014. “Coercive Energy Policy: Russia and Post-Soviet Space.” Submitted to International Area Studies Review.

Baldwin, Pape
Friday, October 31


The US Approach to Energy Security vs. the European Approach to Energy Security


Read: Debates, Chapter 12

Monday, November 3


Economic Statecraft, (Cont.)


Read: 

Wednesday, November 5


Poverty, Development, and Hunger


Read: Lamy Chapter 9

Friday, November 7


Alleviating Poverty through Aid vs. Alleviating Poverty through Free Trade


Read: Debates Chapter 15

Monday, November 10


Poverty, Development, and Hunger (Cont.)

Wednesday, November 12


Environmental Issues, 

Read: Lamy Chapter 10
Friday, November 14


Developed vs. Developing Countries and the Challenge of Climate Change


Read: Debates Chapter 20

Monday, November 17


Environmental Issues (Cont.) 

Wednesday, November 19

Peace: What is peace and how do we measure it?

The Democratic Peace

Read: On Blackboard,
Kant, “To Perpetual Peace,”

Friday, November 21

Peace: World Government

Read: On Blackboard,
Morgenthau Ch 22-23

Bull, “Does Order Exist” 

Concerts and Collective Security

Read: On Blackboard,
Morgenthau Ch 19

Monday, November 24- PAPERS DUE!

Peace: International Law
Read: On Blackboard,
Morgenthau Ch. 16

Kissinger, “Pitfalls of Universal Jurisdiction,” 

Roth, “The Case for Universal Jurisdiction,” 

Wednesday, November 26 and Friday, November 28


No Class- HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Monday, December 1


Movie: Dr. Strangelove

Wednesday, December 3


Movie: Dr. Strangelove

Friday, December 5


Study Day- No Class

December 8-December 11, Final TBD
1

